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1775 T Street, NW, Washington, DC 20009
July 31, 2003

The Honorable George W. Bush

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW

Washington, DC  20500

Dear President Bush:

The undersigned organizations strongly urge you to include a request for a $283 million increase for the AIDS Drug Assistance Program (ADAP) in your Statement of Administration’s Principles regarding the Labor, Health and Human Services and Education appropriations bill. This increase is needed to keep AIDS Drug Assistance Programs stable through FY 2004. We also ask that the Administration support the highest possible funding for all Titles of the Ryan White CARE Act. These Titles provide critical support and healthcare services and must also receive adequate funding to meet growing demand. 

The Administration must take as public a stand on domestic AIDS needs as it has on addressing the global AIDS crisis.  The rationales for such action are clear:

1. As you have stated, antiretroviral drugs have created new hope for longer and better lives for those patients that can access them.  Since the introduction of protease inhibitors, death rates in the U.S. have fallen from 40, 000 to 15,000 per year with corresponding drops in morbidity.

2. ADAPs are in dire need of substantial new funding.  ADAPs are the final safety net for Americans who have no other means of accessing HIV medications.  That safety net, now serving approximately 90,000 unduplicated clients per month, is in danger.  The National Alliance of State and Territorial AIDS Directors (NASTAD) has reported that, at the close of the first quarter of the FY ’03 funded ADAP program year (July 1st, 2003), over 500 Americans were already on state ADAP waiting lists, 11 states had capped enrollment and at least 20 states had initiated, or were planning to initiate, ADAP program restrictions.  

3. The number of patients depending on ADAP continues to grow.  The Administration has strongly encouraged that all Americans know their HIV status and by implementing policies such as the approval and dissemination of the rapid HIV test, the numbers of people being tested are growing.  Unfortunately, as the ADAP Monitoring Report produced by NASTAD, the AIDS Treatment Data Network and the Kaiser Family Foundation illustrates, many of these new HIV cases are people who are disproportionately uninsured and poor.  Other pressures are also causing ADAP needs to grow.  Medicaid in many states has had to restrict access to care for optional categories of enrollees, including many people with HIV.  They, too, are now being forced to look to ADAP for access to the medicines that are extending their lives.

Mr. President, the Administration must take bold steps in addressing this urgent need.  Ask Congress to approve the $283 million increase that the program requires to provide treatment to all Americans who need it, and support the highest possible funding for all programs funded by the Ryan White CARE Act to protect critical support and care services for people with HIV/AIDS

Sincerely,

ACT UP Atlanta, Atlanta, GA

ACT UP East Bay, Oakland, CA

ACT UP/New York, New York, NY

ADAP Working Group, Washington, DC

AIDGwinnett, Inc., Lawrenceville GA

AIDS Action, Washington, DC

AIDS Action Baltimore, Baltimore, MD

AIDS Action Committee, Boston, MA

AIDS Action Project NW, Portland, OR

AIDS Alabama, Birmingham, AL

AIDS Alliance for Children, Youth & Families, Washington, DC

AIDS Council of Northeastern New York

AIDS Education Global Information System (AEGiS), San Juan Capistrano, CA

AIDS Foundation of Chicago, Chicago, IL

AIDS Housing Alliance, Sacramento, CA

AIDS Housing Association of Tacoma, Tacoma WA

AIDS Law Project of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA

AIDS Legal Council of Chicago, Chicago, IL

AIDS Policy Project, Philadelphia, PA

AIDS Project Greater Danbury, Danbury, CT

AIDS Project Los Angeles, Los Angeles, CA

AIDS-Related Community Services (ARCS), Hawthorne, NY

AIDS ReSearch Alliance, West Hollywood, CA

AIDS Resource Council of Southwest Florida, Inc.

AIDS Service Center of NYC, New York, NY

AIDS Services Foundation Orange County, Irvine, CA

AIDS Survival Project, Atlanta, GA

AIDS Treatment Activists Coalition (ATAC)

AIDS Treatment Data Network, New York, NY

ActionAIDS, Philadelphia, PA

Action for a Better Community, Inc., Rochester, NY

Alaska Native Health Board, Anchorage, AK

American Academy of HIV Medicine, Los Angeles, CA

American College of Traditional Chinese Medicine, San Francisco, CA

Asian & Pacific Islander American Health Forum, San Francisco, CA and Washington, DC

Association for Drug Abuse Prevention and Treatment (ADAPT), Brooklyn, NY

Bay Area Consortium for Quality Health Care, Inc., Oakland, CA

Being Alive Long Beach, Long Beach, CA

Being Alive: People With HIV/AIDS Action Coalition of Los Angeles, West Hollywood, CA

Beth Israel Adult AIDS Clinical Trials Group, New York, NY

Bluegrass Care Clinic/University of Kentucky Medical Center, Lexington, KY

Breaking Barriers, Sacramento, CA

C.A.R.E of Augusta, Augusta, GA

Cascade AIDS Project, Portland, OR

Catalyst Foundation, Lancaster, CA

Catholic Charities/Catholic Youth Organization, San Francisco, CA

Center for Women Policy Studies, Washington, DC

Center in Asbury Park, Asbury Park, NJ

Central Louisiana AIDS Support Services (CLASS), Alexandria, LA

Central New York Health Systems Agency, Inc., Syracuse New York

Central New York HIV Care Network, Syracuse, NY

CHAMP Advocacy of Utah, Salt Lake City, UT

Chicago House and Social Service Agency, Chicago, IL

Christie's Place, San Diego, CA

Community Fitness Today, Inc., Minneapolis, MN

Community HIV/AIDS Mobilization for Power (CHAMP), Brooklyn, NY

Community Health Care, Tacoma, WA

Community Health Law Project, South Orange, NJ

Community Healthcare Network, New York, NY

Community Leadership Institute, Philadelphia, PA

Consortium Trainer & Treatment Advocate, Los Angeles, CA

Cooper Early Intervention Program, Camden, NJ

Duke AIDS Research and Treatment Center (DART), Durham, NC

Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS Foundation, Washington, DC

Florida AIDS Action, Tampa, FL

Fairfax/Falls Church-CSB/ Regional ACT Program, Alexandria, VA

Fredericksburg Area HIV/AIDS Support Services, VA

Gay & Lesbian Medical Association, San Francisco, CA

Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Community Center of Baltimore and Central Maryland

Gay Men's Health Crisis (GMHC), New York, NY

Georgia ADAP Task Force, Atlanta, GA

George Rural Urban Summit, Decatur GA

GO CARE, Monroe, LA 

Heartland CARES, Inc., Paducah, KY

Hemophilia Association Of New York

Hendry/Glades Departments of Health, Ryan White Title III Clinic, Clewiston, FL

Hep C Advocate Network, Inc. (HepCAN), Longview, TX

Hepatitis C Caring Ambassadors Program, Oregon City, OR

Hispanic Urban Minority Alcoholism and Drug Abuse Outreach Program, Cleveland, OH

HIV/AIDS Support Ministry of Trinity United Church of Christ, Chicago, IL

HIV Alliance, Eugene, OR

HIV and Hepatitis.com, San Francisco, CA

HIV Consumer Association of Indiana, Indianapolis, IN

HIV Medicine Association, Alexandria, VA

HIV Resource Planning Council/Denver EMA, CO

Housing Works, Inc., New York, NY

Human Rights Campaign, Washington, DC

Hyacinth AIDS Foundation, New Brunswick, NJ

Inland Northwest AIDS Coalition, Spokane, WA

Integrated Fisheries Research Organisation, Nairobi, Kenya

International AIDS Empowerment, El Paso, TX

International Foundation for Alternative Research in AIDS (IFARA), Portland, OR

Jersey City Connections, Inc., Jersey City, NJ

Keeping Hope Alive HIV/AIDS Ministry, Chicago IL

Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund, New York, NY

Liberty Resources, Inc., Syracuse, NY

LIFE LINES/ Friends of the Shattuck Shelter, Ltd., Jamaica Plain, MA

Lifelong AIDS Alliance, Seattle, WA

LLEGO, the National Latina/o Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Organization, Washington, DC Long Island Association for AIDS Care (LIAAC), NY

Matthew 25 AIDS Services, Inc, Henderson, Ky

Medical Advocates for Social Justice, Chicago, IL

Mendocino County AIDS Volunteer Network/Community Care HIV/AIDS Project, Ukiah, CA

Miami Family Care Program /University of Miami School of Medicine, FL

Michigan Advocates Exchange (MAX), Ypsilanti, MI

Michigan Positive Action Coalition (Mi-Poz)

Midwest AIDS Training & Education Center/Institute For Quality Healthcare, Iowa City, IA

Minority AIDS Project, Los Angeles, CA

NAMES Project Foundation/Central New Jersey Chapter, New Brunswick, NJ

National Alliance of State and Territorial AIDS Directors (NASTAD), Washington, DC

National Association of People with AIDS (NAPWA), Washington, DC

National Association for Victims of Transfusion-Acquired AIDS, Bethesda, MD

National Association of Black Social Workers, Inc., Washington, DC

National Black Alcoholism & Addictions Council, Inc. - NBAC, Orlando, FL

National Coalition for LGBT Health, Washington, DC

National Health Care for the Homeless Council, Baltimore, MD

National Minority AIDS Council, Washington, DC

Natividad Medical Foundation, Salinas, CA

New Jersey Lesbian and Gay Coalition, New Brunwsick, NJ

New York AIDS Coalition, New York, NY

New York Blade News, New York, NY

New York Peer AIDS Education Coalition, New York, NY

NO/AIDS Task Force, New Orleans, LA

North Carolina AIDS Action Network, Burlington, NC

North Carolina Council for Positive Living, Burlington, NC

North General Hospital, New York, NY

North Idaho AIDS Coalition, Coeur d'Alene, ID

Northeast Florida Leadership Council, Lake City, FL

Northern Manhattan Women and Children HIV Project/ Columbia University, New York, NY

Northern Nevada HOPES, Reno, NV

Northern Virginia AIDS Ministry, Arlington, VA

NYC AIDS Housing Network, Brooklyn, NY

Optimum Graphics USA, LLC, Pennington, NJ

Pan American Concerned Citizens Action League, Inc., Jersey City, NJ

Pennsylvania Coalition of AIDS Service Organizations (PCASO)

The People's Caucus, San Antonio, TX

Persons Living with HIV Action Network of Colorado, Denver, CO

Pierce County AIDS Foundation, Tacoma, WA

Positive Health Clinic, Pittsburgh, PA

Positive Wellness Alliance, Lexington, NC

Positively Living of East Tennessee, Knoxville, TN

Premier Care & Learning Center, Inc., Shreveport, LA

Prevention Point Philadelphia, Philadelphia, PA

Project Inform, San Francisco, CA

Project Open Hand, Atlanta, GA

Provincetown AIDS Support Group/dba AIDS Support Group of Cape Cod, Provincetown, MA

ResourceFULL Network Services, Chicago, IL

RRD Outreach Ministry, Saint Thomas, US Virgin Islands,

Ryan White Title III EIS Grant, Washington, DC

Saint Francis Memorial Hospital/HIV Care Services, San Francisco, CA

Saint Luke Baptist Church/SOZO HIV/AIDS Ministry, Paterson, NJ

San Luis Valley HIV/AIDS Coalition, South Fork, CO

San Francisco AIDS Foundation, San Francisco, CA

San Francisco Community Clinic Consortium, San Francisco, CA

San Francisco Suicide Prevention/AIDS/HIV/HepC Nightline, San Francisco, CA

Santa Clara County HIV Planning Council, Campbell, CA

Selma AIR (AIDS Information Referral), Selma, AL

Siouxland Community Health Center, Sioux City, IA

Sonoma County Commission on AIDS & West County Health Centers, Guerneville CA

Southeast Idaho AIDS Coalition, Pocatello, ID

Southern Illinois University School of Medicine, Springfield, IL

Southern Tier AIDS Program, Inc., Johnson City, NY

The South Jersey Council On AIDS, Inc., Barrington, NJ

Spokane AIDS Network, Spokane, WA

St. Louis Metropolitian CHA-CHA, Epiphany UCC, St. Louise, MO

Tarrant County Samaritan Housing, Fort Worth, TX

Tennessee AIDS Support Services, Inc.

Test Positive Aware Network, Chicago, IL

Texas AIDS Network, Austin, TX

Tender Loving Care/Memphis Managed Care Corporation, Memphis, TN

Title II Community AIDS National Network (TIICANN), Washington, DC

Tom Thom Club, An Effort for Prevention and Support for HIV/AIDS, South Fork, CO

Toya Management Services, Highland, IN

Treatment Access Expansion Project (TAEP)

Treatment Action Group, New York, NY

Triad Health Project, Greensboro, NC

Tulsa C.A.R.E.S, Tulsa, OK

United Bronx Parents, Inc., New York, NY

Unity Coalition/Coalicion Unida de Miami-Dade, Miami, FL

University of Illinois at Chicago/ HIV/AIDS Project, Chicago, IL

Ursuline Sisters HIV/AIDS Ministry, Canfield, OH

Volunteers of America of Kentucky Inc., Louisville, Kentucky

Waikiki Health Center, Honolulu, HI

Welch Terrace Apartments, Syracuse, NY

Wesley Housing Development Corporation, Alexandria, VA

Women's Prison Association & Home, Inc. (WPA), New York, NY

WV HIV Care Consortium, Wheeling, WV
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